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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

Newsletter – December 2020 

From the editor: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Upwey-Tecoma 
members, Coaches, Committees, and Volunteers for all their hard 
work and dedication to the club over this very special year. None of 
our achievements as a club would be possible without you. Whether it 
be coaching, decision making, maintaining the grounds, general 
cleaning or simply helping when required, we couldn't do it without 
you. Thanks! 

 

    Upwey-Tecoma Bowls Club 

 

Volume 4, Issue 16 

The President and the members of the Committee send their best 

wishes for a very Happy Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 

Year to all of our members and their families. 
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Christmas Party 
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There was a pretty good turn-out to the Christmas Party after the last 

Pennant game before Christmas and everyone seemed to be thoroughly 

enjoying themselves.  Many thanks must go to Jackie, Gretel Kaye and 

Georgia for organising things and to Jackie, Libby Jennings, Chris Britton, 

Chris Kinnear, Kaye, Georgia, Gretel and Anita (my apologies if I have 

missed anyone) for providing the salads and sweets for the event, and to 

Mick Kimmitt who, despite a sore back,  slaved over a hot barbeque for 

hours, ably assisted by John Jennings.  And to all those people who 

donated all the goodies that went into the hampers for the raffle prizes and 

special thanks to our sponsor, The Butchers Club, for providing the meat 

tray! 

Another special thanks to Val Cheney, a member of Mulgrave Country Club, 

but previously a regular visitor to Social Bowls on a Wednesday, and her 

husband David, previously a member of our club.  Val has come back to 

Social Bowls in the last two weeks, was invited to the function with David, 

they donated wine to the hampers and then Val spent a lot of time in the 

kitchen with some of the other ladies cleaning up! What a lovely lady! 

It was such a good night that everyone forgot that there should have been a 

President’s Shout from the previous week, when all three teams posted a 

win!  Perhaps had it been this week, people would have remembered, but 

the results this week weren’t quite as good, with only the second team 

getting up.  No worries, a couple of weeks rest and we will all be fired up to 

take on the World when we start again in January. 

Just as we were adjusting to our newfound freedoms from Covid19 

lockdowns, the virus has struck Sydney and border controls are in force 

again! Hopefully this will not impact our members too hard who were 

planning interstate trips over the Christmas/New Year period. 

It is a timely reminder though, that restrictions are still in force here in 

Victoria.  It has been all too easy to forget that Social Distancing is still a 

requirement, as is the carrying of masks and the use of masks where it is 

impossible to Social Distance.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed that none of 

those people fleeing Sydney before the border controls took effect were 

carrying the virus.  Let’s make sure that we continue to carefully follow the 

Club rules about sanitising hands, bowls and jacks and spraying tables, 

chairs and touch points after use. I think the Social Distancing rule may 

have been forgotten once or twice on Saturday! 

The good news is that, in the New Year, the Clubhouse will be open again 

and back to normal; or as normal as we can be with certain restriction still 

mandated.  
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Special Birthday Wish 

 
Although it is considered rude to mention a lady’s age, Sylvia Hoffman (I’m 

sure she won’t mind) and Col Benson have both qualified for the O.B.E. 

(Over Bloody Eighty) in the last two weeks. Congratulations to both of 

them. A small ceremony to mark these momentous occasions was held at 

Social Bowls last Wednesday. 

 

Wednesday Social Bowls will continue through the Christmas period. 

Please remember that the game starts at 12.30p.m. and that people 

must register by 12.15p.m., preferably earlier, to ensure that they get 

a game. If they are going to be late, please ring Terry Button so that 

teams and cards can be completed, and the game starts on time.  

Please remember that, although it is called Social Bowls, it is a 

competition open to members of other clubs who visit expecting a 

certain standard of play and organisation.  Through no fault of 

anyone’s, adherence to protocols have slipped in recent times due to 

the fact that we have had an influx of inexperienced players who 

don’t always know what is expected of them. There are guidelines 

available from the Club.  Whilst, in my opinion there is no point in 

playing unless you are enjoying yourself, a certain standard must 

prevail on the green and the social side of the day is best left to after 

the game over a drink. 

 

Wednesday Social 



Functions 

RSA Course 

Eastern Ranges Championships 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Barefoot Bowls will start again on Friday nights from 15th January through 

to 26th February.  A roster will be drawn up of Convenors and helpers.   

Further details will be advised later. 

 

Newsletter December 2020 

Due to the Covid19 restrictions, it has not been possible to run functions 

for several months, which has restricted the cash-flow of the Club 

considerably.  Jackie, the Functions Co-ordinator, has had to turn away 

several opportunities, but now things are returning to normal (touch wood), 

functions will also start on 15th January.  Further details and those rostered 

on bar duty will be advised. 
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Barefoot Bowls 

 

 

Thanks, must go to John Jennings and Jim Pearce, who stepped up and 

took the RSA course, passed and are now qualified to serve in the bar. 

Many thanks John and Jim, the ranks of RSAs was getting a bit thin.  

 

If anyone is interested in competing in the ERBR Championships, the 

details are on the board where the Pennant teams are displayed.  

 



An Ode to Col Benson, OBE 

 

When Col was a much younger man, he found that life’s a bore. For many years, he played with 

trains, but found he wanted more! 

He took up bowls and learned the game, but he found the going rough. He was pretty good at 

drawing, but that wasn’t quite enough! 

But then he chanced upon the thing that made him feel alive! That very special thing of his, the Colin 

Benson Drive! 

The crash of bowls on Colin’s rink, became a real head turner. That drive was very aptly named, the 

special “Benson Burner”! The drive became his passion, his only goal in life. First passion then 

obsession, that could only end in strife! 

Until that very fateful day, with the game too close to call. Col strode calmly to the mat, prepared to 

give his all! But then an overwhelming urge dampened all his fears, 

And then we saw his bloodshot eyes, it could only end in tears! 

The stiffened stance and steely gaze, “No Col, no” we’d scream. “We’re holding two, so just a draw”, 

but Col was in a dream! In his mind, he’d seen his bowl take out all the opposition, 

Clear the head and leave our bowls in the perfect win position! Oh, so slow, his arm drew back, he 

paused and then let fly. And when the dust had settled, it nearly made us cry! 

“How was that”, yelled Colin and bounced around in glee. “With a cracking shot like that I think, I 

must have made it three”! “Don’t worry Col, it’s not too bad”, his third said with a frown. “From holding 

two, we’re not quite there, we’re only seven down! 

Anon. 

 


