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RETURN TO PLAY UPDATE AS VICTORIA MOVES 

TO LAST STEP RESTRICTIONS.  

 

UPDATE: Monday 23rd November 2020. Bowls Victoria website 

Victorian bowlers can breathe freely again thanks to yesterday’s easing 
of restrictions on the use of face masks. As part of the Premier’s 
COVID-19 update on Sunday 22nd November, and the move for 
Victoria into the Last Step, there were some positive changes for 
bowlers and clubs. 
 
These changes came into effect from 11.59pm on 22nd November 
2020. 
 
KEY CHANGES: 

• Face masks no longer required when bowling if 1.5m distance is 
maintained. 

• Number of players – new venue and group caps now apply. 
• Clubhouses can open subject to density limits. 
• Spectators are allowed but are included in venue/group caps. 
• Car pooling can occur although it is still recommended to avoid 

it. 
• Water fountains are no longer banned however are considered 

high risk. 
• Indoor bowls can re-commence subject to venue and group 

caps. 
• Tournaments, social and barefoot bowls can re-commence 

subject to venue and group caps. 

NOVEMBER RETURN TO PLAY GUIDELINES (V7)  

 

https://www.bowlsvic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Bowls-Victoria-return-to-bowls-guidelines-23-November-2020-V7-2.pdf


Club Update 
 

 

 

As the end of a particularly difficult year draws closer, we can look 

forward to a brighter, “Covid-normal” situation for the 2020 – 2021 

Pennant Season. Now that the Covid-19 restrictions are easing, 

Pennant begins on 28th November and we held our AGM at long last. 

We start the new season with fantastic facilities that look splendid 

after a band of willing volunteers utterly transformed the lawns and 

gardens in an incredibly short time!  

Three or four weeks ago, due to the lockdown, when the maintenance 

crew were unable to get access, the grass was above knee height, 

the gardens were overgrown, and the place generally looked unkempt 

and uncared for. It seemed such a shame after all the work involved 

in installing the new green, surrounds, lights, etc., but a Working-Bee 

one weekend, when several volunteers brought along their own 

mowers, and three or four Friday mornings, worked miracles.  There 

are still a few things that need doing, but what a great way to start the 

new season!  Tony Smith, MP, our local Member of Parliament, was 

the mover and shaker that enabled us to get the grant that funded the 

greater part of the cost of installing our new front green and new LED 

lights on both front and back greens and he has a short video of our 

club on his web-page. Over the last week or two, Glen Kirby has 

planted out the garden beds, the planter boxes and the large pots, 

which, in another week or two will look stunning.   

All in all, we now have club facilities of which we can be immensely 

proud! 
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Life Member 
 

 

 

Following the presentations of the trophies and certificates, a special 
award was announced; that of Life Membership awarded to Jeff 
Blastock for his service to the Club.  Jeff has not only been a member 
of the Club for twenty-five years but during the recent construction of 
both back and front greens, Jeff has spent hours and hours of his 
own time in hard, physical labour, in negotiating with contractors and 
acting as Project Manager in the installation of the front green and 
both sets of lights.  

A very well-deserved award of Life Membership. 



  

Annual General Meeting  

 
The AGM was held on Saturday 21st November at 11.00 am prior to the 

last practice match before Pennant begins.   

Graeme Mather, the President opened the meeting with a report outlining 

the achievements and problems encountered over the last year and 

thanking the Committee and volunteers for the work involved in running 

the Club. He also thanked Doug Kinnear for serving on the Committee as 

Doug had decided to retire from his position.   

This was followed by reports from Les Lane, the Secretary, Michael 

Lindrea, the Treasurer, Jackie Bramwell, Functions Coordinator and John 

Ford, the Licensee. Copies of the full reports were circulated at the 

meeting and copies are available. 

The overall picture was that, whilst much revenue had been lost owing to 

the inability to host functions and the effects of the lockdown on bar 

takings, the club was still in a healthy position, ready for the challenges of 

the year ahead. 

The formalities of electing a new Committee followed, with all sitting 

members being elected unopposed, two new members being elected 

unopposed and a nomination from the floor being elected unopposed. 

  

The new Committee: 

President:       Graeme Mather 

Vice President:  Trevor Robinson 

Secretary:   Les Lane 

Treasurer:   Michael Lindrea 

Licensee:   John Ford 

Committee: Jackie Bramwell, Terry Button,  

Greg Nicholls and Mike Kelly. 
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Responsible Service of  Alcohol 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Ford, the Licensee and Bar Manager, is looking for volunteers to 

undertake a course in the Responsible Service of Alcohol.   

If you are willing to undertake the very short course (a couple of hours) 

and are prepared to be part of the roster for Bar Duties, please contact 

John. 

Women’s Singles:       Winner     Deb Rawlinson 

   Runner-up     Helen Robinson 

Men’s Singles:  Winner  Andrew Walters 

   Runner-up Gavin Bransgrove 

Pairs:   Winners Chris Green & Matt Bailey 

President’s Cup:  Winner  Terry Button 

Minor Champion:  Winner  Jeremy Burns 

New members may not be aware that records are kept, and have been for many years, of 

the number of Pennant games that members have played for our club.  Certificates are 

then presented as the number reaches fifty and then multiples of fifty. Here are those 

reaching milestones this year, some of which are truly impressive! 

John Ford   50  Brendon Ford   200 

Graeme Mather  50  Mike Kelly  200 

Jeremy Burns   100  Jeff Blastock  250 

Chris Green  100  Gavin Bransgrove 250 

Jim McArthur  100  Neil Thurling  250 

Phil Nielsen  100  Tom Perry  350 

Davis Meyers  150  Frank Van Vloten 350 plus 

Rob Trinnick  150  Ken Williams  400 plus! 
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Awards 2019 - 2020 
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Christmas Celebrations 

 Due to the uncertainty surrounding the restrictions likely to be in force at Christmas, a Christmas 

Party as we had last year has not been organised, however, it has been decided that we will have an 

outdoor event after the final Pennant game on the 19th December.   

Jackie Bramwell will be looking into the possibility of having the event catered for and will be 

speaking to the appropriate people.  Members will be advised ASAP. 
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2020 – 2021 Syllabus 

 The new syllabus has been printed; however, we have been notified by Bowls Victoria that the draws 

for Division 4 and Division 6 are subject to change, thus the draws shown in the new syllabus are 

wrong.  Bowls Victoria has advised that the modified draws will be circulated by 26th November.    

For your information, the mobile number shown for John ford should be deleted and 9763 8983, his 

home number, should be inserted.  Likewise, the home number for Terry and Georgia Button should 

be deleted and 9758 0645 inserted instead. 

There have only been a limited number of the syllabus printed so please only take one copy per 

member.   

 

Covid Safe duties & Responsibilities 

Despite the easing of restrictions, the club must still adhere to all of our responsibilities under the 

Covid Safe plan.  This involves sanitising all equipment used by members when at the club, including 

chairs, tables, toilets, all touch points, etc., as well as mats and jacks. On Pennant days, a Covid Rink 

will be designated in addition to an Outside Duty rink and the Covid Rink will have the responsibility of 

ensuring that all the cleaning is properly done.  On other days, members will be responsible for 

sanitising everything they have touched or used. Please do not leave your responsibilities to others. If 

we all pitch in it doesn’t take long. 

 Whilst wearing a mask outdoors where Social Distancing is possible is now no longer required, it is 

still required where groups gather in close proximity and masks must still be carried. When bowling, it 

is not always possible to Social Distance, particularly now that Pennant is back on the agenda where 

six bowlers will be gathered at one end of each rink, so you must have a mask available at all times.  

Remember, it is still required when you enter the Clubhouse for any reason. The mask is to protect 

others from anything that you may pass on rather than to protect you, so please consider your fellow 

bowlers. Even If you have a lawful reason for not wearing a mask, please consider whether it is 

appropriate to mix with your fellow bowlers unmasked. 

 


