
 

Battle Of The Bowlge Update No 9 

Hi everyone, this week of course has seen the best and worst in our 

society as we witnessed the horrific scenes that centred around the 

tragic loss of life of 4 Victoria Police Members and the immense sadness 

that this brings with it to their respective families, friends and of course 

to the whole community. I know that I speak for all of us in passing on 

our deepest condolences to all those that are directly affected by this 

very unfortunate turn of events. Hope though was given and shown by 

the Victorian people and indeed by all Australians with public displays of 

acknowledgement for the work these 4 officers did for us without 

concern for themselves. To all our emergency workers Police, Fire, 

Ambulance thank you as are our thanks also go out to our medical 

teams and National and State leaders for a job well done. 

 I also want to reach out to you in what continues to be a very difficult 

time for everyone that of course being Covid-19 and the battle we are 

still fighting and in many ways we are winning but we still have a long 

way to go. 

And, while Lawn Bowls is not exactly front of mind for everyone right 

now, I want to assure you that the UTBC is still well and truly up for this 

fight!  

 

I had a call this week (one of many) from Bowls Australia saying that we 

could see playing restrictions eased mid to late May and they will in 

conjunction with BV be in contact as and when things transpire. As to 

the exact playing format no one really knows at this stage but general 

consensus was a slow and steady start and monitor it there 

afterwards….this is cause for both hope and optimism. 

On the home front inclement weather again has once hampered works 

on the front green and our contractors in coordination with the GLC 

have done an almighty job in getting through as much as they can due 

to the weather conditions. We have however faced unforeseen problems 

relating to gas and water pipes and their locations around the front 

green which now have to be relocated/rerouted in order for new drainage 

and pathways to be created. This takes additional time and funding and 

has caused some timing issues.  



At a site meeting this week and further to the above I was advised that 

the structure of some of our older pathways/concreting has proven to be 

a problem whereby old pathways etc. have been previously constructed 

without proper re enforcement and or required depth of concrete…in 

essence they have subsided and will need replacing which once again 

means more time and more money. One could say that the potential 

savings of the past have now added cost to our current and long term 

future requirements. 

Rest assured though we do have the funds to do so and the end result 

will be of enormous benefit to the Club for many years to come. 

As previously advised our industry and our beloved club has not been 

immune to the pain felt across so many businesses and industries and 

it’s still unclear as to the financial impact that postponing the season 

will have on the club. 

A decision on Membership subscriptions will be forthcoming shortly to 

enable us to fully operate again and we will do everything in our power 

to support all Members, many of whom have already pledged to keep on 

working to help the club. 

 

It is our duty now to forge on. UTBC has existed for 91 years and we 

need it to be here for many generations to come. There is too much 

history and too many people who care deeply about this club and we 

have some unfinished business. 

 

But we need the help of our Members and supporters more than we ever 

have. So many of you have already shown you intend to be there for the 

club. Thank you for your loyalty. 

 

I’m hopeful that these Club Updates have been able to provide some 

support and distraction to all of you through these months.  

Despite Bowls being suspended, I along with others will continue to 

provide opportunities for our Members to connect with each other 

through our website, app, email, and social media channels. 

 

Again, I wish you all the best through the upcoming periods ahead and 

History shows us that all pandemics end at some point.  I am certain it 

will end, and we will be back. 

 



And when it does, with the support of the UTBC faithful, we intend to 

emerge stronger than ever. 

 

Take care, and I can’t wait to see you all on the Greens again. 

Graeme 
Member Contributions, 

 WOW what a big week and sincerest thanks again for not only 1 but 2 

new episodes of “The Selectors” from Jimmy Mc…who needs Netflix 

when you’ve got Jimmy Mc. 

https://youtu.be/nv0tOTZFods 

https://youtu.be/PSH-f0447kA 

Thanks also to Robin Southern for his very descriptive recollection of 

his current trip, makes us very envious and will definitely be a bucket list 

contender when things return to normal. 

We are safely home from our trip to Nordic countries and Iceland.  We had to go into self-
isolation (home detention I called it) and it was difficult after being so close to each other for 5 
weeks, to have another close confinement. Not being able to catch up with our daughters 
properly was a stinger though they were both fantastic with keeping our supplies coming. Then 
when we were ready to face the world again the advice for over 70s kicked in. No doubt many 
have felt the strangeness of it all too. 

 The trip was fantastic. Such a different experience in every way. We started with a cruise up the 
western coast of Norway stopping at many smaller towns and cities. Lots of local history, 
interesting folklore stories, and lumpy seas. At the end of the cruise we were in far north Finland 
just close to the Russian border. Really loved the wilderness area of Lapland in northern Finland. 
So stark yet quite beautiful at the same time. Snow was 4-5m deep and the frozen lakes 
stretched to the horizon. Perhaps our best adventure was the sled ride with the huskies. It was a 
chilly morning (-15) but with the sun shining and no wind. We were pulled by 6 dogs and drove 
through the woods, up some low hills and across frozen lakes. Sue and I each had a 5km turn at 
driving which was exciting. All up we spent 8 days within the Arctic Circle with a coldest day of -
25. With the good clothing we had, the cold was not too bad. But when the wind picked up it was 
more unpleasant. 

 The weather in Iceland was quite nasty at times with some heavy snow storms and blasting 
winds. On one mountain pass, we were the last vehicle to be allowed through before the road 
was closed. There is so much ice on that island yet the volcanoes bubble away beneath the 
surface always ready to erupt. The black lava rock from previous eruptions contrast with pure 
white of fresh snow. We swam in The Blue Lagoon near Reykjavik which was amazing. The geo-
thermal sea water was pumped from 2000m beneath the surface into the open-air baths. It was 
at 39 degrees so lovely and warm but the problem was getting from shelter to the pools.  I didn’t 
realise how quick I still was. There was even a bar where you could swim up for a beer or wine. 
Quite decadent! 

https://youtu.be/nv0tOTZFods
https://youtu.be/PSH-f0447kA


Seeing these countries "out of season" was a terrific thing to do. It opened our eyes to how 
others in our world live and work. 

 Stay safe as we go through this weird time in history. The bright side is they will still be talking 
about this year for centuries to come. Stay healthy and close to your loved ones. 

Maybe at some point we can catch up again the Museum. 

 Regards 

Robin 

Lookalikes 

How did we all go last week and from all reports pretty good. 

1) Richard Blom alias Molly Meldrum 
2) Michael Gray alias Angry Anderson 
3) 3) Les Lane & Trevor Watson alias Jackie Wright & Benny Hill  

Now for this week and see below; 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Catch up soon, stay safe & stay well. 

 


