
 

 

Well, Christmas and New Year are over, and we are back into the 

second half of the Pennant season once again.  Let’s hope that 

everyone is refreshed after the holiday and raring to go!   

2020 will be a big year for the club, not only on the greens, where all our 

teams are doing well (with a couple doing particularly well) but with the 

new front green and lights project that will be getting underway as soon 

as the Pennant season finishes.  

There will be some disruption, of course, during the off-season but we 

hope to minimise that by carefully orchestrating the work of the different 

contractors and hope to have the work completed by mid to late June of 

this year.   

The money for the project has already been delivered and is sitting in our 

bank account. There is still a lot of work ahead for the Committee who 

will oversee the project and the Greens sub-committee that will liaise 

directly with the contractors.   

Every Dollar spent must be accounted for and progress on the project 

must be reported back to the Government, on a monthly basis, as a 

condition of the grant.  
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Talking of money, the club purchased the name badges that were ordered 

by members.   

There are (or were a few days ago) still four uncollected. Could Ross 

Linton, Blake Bartrop, Mat Bailey and John O’Sullivan please collect their 

badges from the bar ASAP. 
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On Saturday 18th January, the hordes assembled for the annual battle for 

the President’s Cup!  A cut-throat format, where the contestants were 

randomly drawn into squads of four and the four played each other in 

two, five end sets of two bowl singles, with a one end  tie break in the 

event of a draw.  The winners then played the winners and some ‘best of 

losers’ and, again, the winners played the winners until the last two 

standing played the finals.  By the time the finals arrived, both players 

had played at least sixty ends (depending on the number of tie-breaks) 

and had put down at least 120 bowls, the last man standing being an 

appropriate description! 

Having seen off the Young Guns and some not so young guns, two old 

codgers staggered through to the finals and took to the green. Ken 

Williams and Terry Button faced off in front of the cheering hordes of 

onlookers, who by this time were enjoying a glass or two of the amber 

fluid.  Gavin Bransgrove, the Master of Ceremonies, when introducing the 

finalists, mentioned that a draw and a tie break would be a fitting finish, 

and so it was.  Terry comfortably took the first set, which spurred Ken on 

to comfortably take the second. Ken then had the first bowl in the final 

one end, two bowl tie-break.  Ken’s first bowl was grass perfect but a little 

long, ending a metre behind the jack. Terry’s first bowl then came to rest 

between Ken’s bowl and the jack, leaving Ken with only one bowl with 

which to recover.  Unfortunately, for Ken, it went wide, leaving Terry the 

ultimate victor, without having to bowl his last bowl. 

As the President’s Cup is such an auspicious occasion, no expense was 

spared in acquiring an appropriate trophy for the winner. Best described 

as an ornate, vintage, ceramic vessel of doubtful heritage, but probably 

late-Woolworths, souvenired from the kitchen and inscribed with the 

words President’s Cup 2020 in copperplate, black, permanent marker, it 

was presented to Terry, complete with the dregs of the President’s last 

cup of tea staining the inside.  There is some debate in the Button 

household on where it would best be displayed! 

All in all, a truly fun-filled and enjoyable day.  Congratulation must go to 

the organisers, Gavin Bransgrove, Helen Robinson and Leigh Robinson 

who did a great job.  Particular thanks must go to Helen and Leigh for the 

lovely lunch they provided of roast chicken and salad, much appreciated 

by everyone there. 

 

Presidents Cup 
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As mentioned in the last Newsletter, the 1812 Theatre have kindly 

donated thirty tickets to our Club for fundraising purposes.   

The tickets are for the final dress rehearsal of the famous classic comedy, 

‘A Flea in Her Ear’ and are for Wednesday, 29th July 2020.   

The tickets are being sold for $15 each, an absolute bargain.  Those 

members interested in seeing this great show should see Judith Patrick or 

call her on 9754 3507 before it is too late. 

 

Fund Raising 

 

On a more serious note, the 2020 AGM will be on Thursday 30th April.  

As always, all Committee and Sub-Committee positions will be thrown 

open.  Nomination forms for those positions will soon be available and 

official notices giving full details and closing dates will be displayed at the 

clubrooms.  It takes a lot of people and a lot of work to keep the Club 

running smoothly so be part of it and put your hand up for a position.  

  

Annual General Meeting 2020 

Special Thanks 

Special thanks, again, to Mick and Kaye Kimmitt.  Did you notice how 

clean and new the R P Southern Terrace was looking? On Friday 10th 

January, Mick turned up at 8.30 am with his own High-pressure cleaner 

and spent several hours cleaning all the paving outside the clubhouse 

and the seats under the verandah. And what a great job he did. Kaye 

wasn’t so impressed as he had, inadvertently, splashed some water on 

the windows, so Kaye followed up and cleaned all the window! What a 

lovely pair and a great addition to our club! 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still looking for volunteers!  The Friday crew have thinned out over the years. 

Frank Van Vloten still does a great job cutting the grass, Peter Bramwell wields a 

mean brush cutter and Col Benson, Peter Kornow and Terry Button do whatever 

is necessary to maintain the greens and surrounds. Age and a serious fall 

eventually made Marshall Gardner realise it was too much and Murray Stewart’s 

various health problems have kept him out of the game for a while.  We were 

lucky last week that our President, Graeme Mather and Jeff Blastock, the Project 

Manager happened to be at the club to meet a contractor who didn’t turn up until 

lunch-time.  Both rolled up their sleeves and pitched in for a few hours whilst they 

were waiting. Graeme took over a lawn-mover and edger and Jeff helped putting 

down the lines on the East West side of the new green. Believe it or not, doing the 

lines is a three-man job and they have to be done regularly. Having those two 

extra hands took the pressure off the oldies (sorry PB) a bit. There is always 

something to be done maintaining the club, so, if you can spare a couple of hours 

or so, just turn up on a Friday morning and give us a hand.  It doesn’t matter how 

good our teams are, if we haven’t got greens to play on or have a grotty 

clubhouse, the club will not survive. 
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Rosters 

 
Because of the number of functions and events that we run at our Club, it 

became necessary to create rosters for some, such as Barefoot Bowls, to 

ensure that the work load was evenly spread and did not fall too heavily on a 

small number of willing horses. There are rosters for Barefoot Bowls, Bar duties 

and Clubhouse and Toilets cleaning.  The Barefoot Bowls and Bar duties have 

been circulated by email and copies are displayed in the Clubhouse, yet an 

astonishing number of people claim total ignorance of them. Please, everyone 

makes yourselves familiar with the rosters and take your turn whenever 

possible.  If you genuinely can’t make your shift, swap with someone and make 

sure that you do their turn. And please, if you can’t make it, don’t leave it to the 

last moment and then let the Convenor know.  He or she then has the 

unenviable task of ringing round to get a last-minute replacement. The Cleaning 

and Dunny Diving cleaners are a regular group of volunteers, but it would be 

good to have some reserves to fill in when people are away. If you have a 

particular skill with a mop or toilet brush, and you are prepared to do the 

necessary, please make yourself known.  

 

Friday Morning Crew 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Police and Friends Tournament 

 
The Victoria Police Bowls Club held their annual Police and Friends 
Tournament, better known as the Cops and Robbers Tournament, at the 
Mount Waverly Bowls Club on Wednesday 22nd.January.   

This is always a big affair and this year, although numbers were down 
slightly, it attracted teams from about twenty or so clubs.   

Each team of four is drawn to play three other teams in three, twelve-end 
games.  Upwey-Tecoma has fielded a team for several years, since David 
Meyers first proposed that we enter, and he has Skipped in the team ever 
since.  

David and Terry Button are two original players, Terry Brown has played a 
few times and this year we were joined by ‘Captain Marvel’, AKA, Phil 
Nielsen. What a great day we had, winning by fairly large margins all three 
of our games with a final total score of 30 shots up!  

The best result we have ever achieved. Unfortunately, another team had 
also won all three of their games and pipped us at the post with 34 shots 
up. Not to worry, we were the runners up and shared the proceeds.  

Not only that, but Terry Brown won a circular saw in the raffle and, not 
knowing what a circular saw was, promptly sold it (at a bargain price) to 
David, who did. 

Welfare 

 
Barb Bloye, who collapsed two days before Christmas, is still in hospital 

and is not at all well. Hopefully, this coming week, she will be transferred 

to a facility closer to home.  Our best wishes go to Barb and to Rob.  

Murray Stewart is still at home recovering from a hip-replacement.   

Get well soon Murray.  
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